










GO TO -THE Giles Lllne ,car park, wade 
through a patch of damp grass, climb over a 
muddy slope, slide down a sma11 hillside, jump 
over a six-foot ledge-and you have reached 
the entrance of Rutherford Tunnel. 

Tbe tunnel, long since disused, Is dank and dirty, 
You can go Inside-but don't. raise your -volce, Tbe 
bricks have a nasty habIt of dropping on people's 
heads at the slightest provocat.1on, 

An,yoneWlth enougb. this time I w.llS choking 
pluck: ILnd WIho doesn't aDd ' splutter1Di. ' Someone 
in1nd tiI'..e CQbwebG. can had ut a bODfire to roast 
walk rwn the tunnel for some ratber unhealthy lOOk­
.revera hUlld.ri!d yards .... ~~ in« potatoes and what air 
(Melt oomea ~ a .. ~d there Was &ad been ~ 
end. At one pomt -it goes tamJnated by the smote. 
dIr'eetlY beDeaIth RutIleT-
font eollege. But I pressed on and 

Nat the Sort of place to soon I was iD the ~ 01 
have a ravHIP partY.,ou the parw, A &ea of empty 
mlSllt say. But JOU'd be bottles Uttered the IPCUDd 
wrong. ~ week the tun- and eve" ~ and then 
nOl ' aeleliated Its 1t8t11 there woUld be the crasb 
ItIr'tIIdaI and whq batter Of bre~ glOSS Ba SOlD&-
way of _ marking this ann1- one put ' b18 fent 111. the 
versarythan IJv. alvlng tile wronc plRCe. 
tunnjll a birthday ~'l _ 
,AIDd that's Just Wbat haP­

pened '_ coUrf.esV of the 
llutherlOl'cl ~TUnnel, Enter­
tainments OoDu'n1ttee. 

Earthy success 
Tbe Oommlttee,whose 

memberS Uke to remaIIl 
1Ul~, la not sure 
about the legaUt;y of.M~ 
inIf parttes iD a u ... -
railway tunnel which WDB 
declnred unsafe by the local 
llutJlGr1ties ,ears ago. Tbere­
fore tlbe party was Yel'7 un­
duI - bUt it didn't stop 
it beJDB 0. big. eartby wc­
cess. 

A few ,' days beforehand 
dtsorotly wonled ' tnvfta.. 
tlons were dlstrlbuted round 
the coDeges. and subtly 
phrased small ads. wereiD-
6erted in In'Cant. Guests 
were asked to ~ a bOttle 
and a . CIUldle and to wear 
old clOthes. 

The preparatiDDS were 
complete by 8.30 p.m. on 
the great. nIld1L When I 
arrlVed Bt the G1les Lane 
car park a RUleSe was wBlt­
lDJr to show me to the tun­
nel ent.Tance. 

Mud and sludge 

As We waded through the 
mud and slucme I asked him 
if he thought · the party 
WOUld be 881e.' LoOklDiJ 
back at. me nervously. he 
muttered "I don't see why 
no~ I noticed ~t be WaB 
crcs~ his ftngers. 

Af,leJo tD minutes of sll.,.. 
pin. an .. slltlletingtltrOUgh 
Q sllmv sea of mu" we 
l'UClhed our destlnattan. 
"From now on veu'rA etn 
YOUr ollln," my Aalde In­
formed me. "Keep to the 
left-hand side of lhA tun­
nel and Just keep 801nllo" 

By the 1I1dlt Of , his torch 
I could see that I was 0.1-
readv caked in mud from 
head to toe. Peelln!z sllgbtlv 
81ap.h~ I tnmdllid of! 
Into the tunnel, 'trippln'! 
over otll sleepers IUld assort­
ed bIts of metal. 

Ghostly music 

A lonlf way off I COUld 
Just 'make Out the ft1cker­
IDIf Jill'bt Of row llP!lD row 
01 candles. But sttaDCest 
of IIl1 wns the eerie DOl6e 
- 0. kind of JrbogtJv music 
ftoatlrur down the tuimeL 
/lOfftet1mes loUd sometimes 
60ft. 

Beforelonc I reached 'the 
outBk1rt.s of the party. By 

Dancing 

Mal')' Bopkin; the , ROptDg 
8ton~ aDd the MODkees 
~ 1s&ulnlr forth ,fnIDi a 

le tll\'M! recorder, but 
fNI people were actually 

daIIc1ng. 
Most were ' standlD3 

81'OUDd t.alktnlf. or , rather 
tmnc to malie out who 
tbev were talkmg to. tor 
the llgbt was so dim that 
one oouldn'tsee more 10Jan 
a tfSW teet. 

Some CIGUJIles had gone 
daeper Into the tunnef •• a, 
from the "r1Y, and were 
IUllUS

h 
Ins themselves In a 

rat 81' more InUmale 
fashion. OooatlalJQllya 
hf8hopItcJI.ad Sf... ....Id 
came eoholns ciUt of tile 
murky dOPttUI and once I 
tJIouIdIt I ........ aroanJII8o 

But however much &bey 
JIJaY have been enJo1iIIB 
themselves. I soon decided 
that thJs was tbe end of 
the ]tne for me. 

Dusty waDs 
"l'!be tunnel was not mucb 

w!der than a Study 1Il!C!­
~ and it \\'88 almost 
imposstble to sUtber througb 
the mass of shaciowv bodIes 
Without beinll bliU-suffo­
cated or squasbec:l apbIst 
tbe dusty walls. 

But wbat ftnaJ)y unnerv­
ed me was When a large 
~ of ,people .staned a 
.....,,-soDg' - aDd a v817 

~~~tba~ 
60UDdwavea smasblDlf 
~lDst the crumblWt stone 
work ODd of what it would 
00 UIce to be buried aUve 
50 feet belOW Rufiberf'Oid 
OaUege. 

Tbere would be a lot of 
blood &pUt It that lot came 
tumbJlng down. ' 

I lOOked at my muddJ 
atO'hes. "Botter mud titan 
btnd." I thoU8ht" and 
stumbled Off toWards the 
fresh air. 


	1968-12-04, Raving it up on a railway, Incant 2.pdf
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6




